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State Issues
The 82nd Texas Legislative Session was convened on January 11th.   
Some proposed bills that address special education are as follows:


SB 87    - Professional Development Institutes
SB 127 – Authorization for Grant of Charters for Schools Primarily Serving Student with 

                Disabilities

SB 26   – Person First Respectful Language Initiative as well as changing mental retardation

               to intellectual disability

SB 157 – School Choice Program for Students with Disabilities
SB 1788 – Proposing the development of a model individualized education program form

SB 596 – Amends current law related to transition planning (age 14)

HB 402 – Adds dyscalculia as a screening and treatment area for schools 
HB 3629 - Abolishes DARS and transfers its duties to the Department of Aging and Disability   

                   Services and the Department of State Health Services

SB 41 – Address the use of restraints in state supported living centers 

State Budget Shortfall will be a critical issue for this session.
TEA has posted 2010/11 Staff Salary Reports to the website.  Information can be accessed by district and provides average salaries for different positions such as Educational Diagnosticians, LSSPs, Teachers and Principals.  (http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/adhocrpt/Standard_Reports.html)

Federal Issues

The President has asked Congress to reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act/No Child Left Behind in time for the 2011-12 school year.  A blueprint for the proposed revision has been posted to the ed.gov website.   CEC has posted recommendations for the reauthorization to their website.  
The 112th Congress was sworn in on January 5th.  CEC has posted its Public Policy Agenda for the session to the website.

Websites

www.txeda.org, http://framework.esc18.net, www.legis.state.tx.us, www.cec.sped.org, www.tea.state.tx.us, www.ed.gov, idea.ed.gov, www.houmet.org
